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ROMEO AND JULIET. 


First PERFORMED AT THE THEATRE Lyrique, PARIS, APRIL 27, 1867. 


Characters of the Drama, 


With the Original Cast as presented at the first Performance. 


JULIET . ; ; ‘ : Soprano : : : Mme. CARVALHO 
STEPHANO . : : : Soprano : : : Mme. DARAM 
GERTRUDE . : 5 : Mezzo-soprano . 5 Mme. DUCLOS 
ROMEO . 5 ‘ ; Tenor . MICHOT 
TYBALT , 3 : : Tenor . PUGET 
BENVOLIO . é : : Tenor . . LAURENT 
MERCU 10. .. ._.__ Baritone BARRE 
PARISi# 3-7 =. ©... Baritone . LAVEISSIERE 
GREGORIO . : A 3 Baritone TROY (jeune) 
CAPULET , ‘ é ; Basso cantante TROY 

FRIAR LAURENCE . ; Bass CAZAUX 
THE DUKE . : ; : Bass . CHRISTOPHE 


Guests of the Capulets; Relatives and Retainers of 
th.e Capulets and Montagues. 


SSSSESEBEES 


SCENE, VERONA. 


Act I.—Caputet’s Patace. Act I].—THE GARDEN OF JULIET. Act II]. —THE CELL 
OF FRIAR LAURENCE; THEN A PUBLIC SQUARE BEFORE CAPULET’S PALACE. 
Act IV.—JuLIET’s CHAMBER. ACT V.—TOMB OF THE CAPULETS. 


‘“ Romeo and Juliet.” 


Charles Gounod was born in Paris, June 17, 1818, and died in that city, October 
18, 1893. His ‘‘ Roméo et Juliette’”’ occupies the second position of merit on the 
brief list of his operas, the first place, of course, being awarded to ‘‘Faust”. The 
excellence of the libretto of the latter opera naturally led Gounod to go to its makers, 
when he conceived the desire to write a lyric work on the familiar love-tragedy of 
Shakespeare. That he should have entertained such an idea was almost inevitable, 
for he must have felt that the situations of the story offered abundant opportunities 
for the composition of pure lyric music, in which he excelled. The tragedy of 


‘‘Romeo and Juliet” had tempted many opera-composers before Gounod. Among 
them may be mentioned Dalayrac, Steibelt, Zingarelli, Vaccai, Bellini, and Marchetti, 
while Hector Berlioz had made it the subject of a dramaticsymphony. The librettists 
of ‘‘Faust”, Jules Barbier and Michael Carré, arranged the book, which some 
dramatic critics have praised as being an admirable adaptation of Shakespeare’s play. 
Mile. de Bovet, a French biographer of Gounod, has very sensibly said, however, 
that ‘‘all Jules Barbier’s cleverness could not make the plot other than a love-duet, 
or rather a succession of love-duets ”’. 

While this is true, it is also a fact that the libretto presents the salient incidents 
of Shakespeare’s tragedy in a compact and well-connected manner. In the endeavor 
to increase the number of parts for young women singers, the librettists introduced 
Stephano, the page, a character not found in the original play, and having no neces- 
sary connection with the story. 

They may be forgiven this concession to the demands of operatic tradition, for 
the sake of the other excellences of their work. Gounod’s music has been censured 
for its monotony, and the critics have generally agreed that this is due to the con- 
tinual love-duet. A more pointed criticism is that which notes the similarity in the 
general style of these love-passages to those in ‘‘Faust”. This similarity cannot 
well be questioned, and it forces comparisons which are not favorable to the music 
of ‘‘Romeo and Juliet”. The love-scenes in ‘‘Faust” are the products of genuine 
inspiration, and they rise to a level of real greatness, seldom attained by the music of 
‘Romeo and Juliet”’. 

In regard to this aspect of the work, M. Arthur Pougin has well said: ‘‘If one 
wished to enter into what might be called a psychological analysis of the score, it 
would be necessary to discover how great were the difficulties of the composer in 
writing ‘Romeo’ without repeating himself, after having written ‘Faust’. For, 
although the subjects of the two works differ widely, we see the same situations 
reproduced in each, under the same scenic conditions, and the stumbling-block was 
all the nore troublesome, since these situations were the most salient ones, and con- 
stituted, as it were, the very core of the dramatic action. Witness the balcony-scene 
of ‘Romeo’ and the garden-scene of ‘Faust’, or the duel of Romeo and Tybalt, with 
the death of the latter in the first, and the duel of Faust and Valentine, also mortal, 
in the second. Truly, a musician must have a singular power, a very remarkable 
faculty of reiteration, to attempt, successfully, such a repetition of similar episodes ” 

Gounod was not the only man of high ability who attempted to do a second 
time what he had done at first to perfection. His failure to equal his first perform- 
ance is certainly a demonstration of the limited power of his imagination; but, outside 
of the ranks of geniuses of the first order, such as Shakespeare and Goethe, no one 
has produced a second work so similar in character to a first, and yet so crowded 
with new beauties, as Gounod did in his ‘‘ Romeo and Juliet”’. It is, beyond dispute, 
an opera of genuine and notable beauty. In the hands of artists, this work never fails 
to touch the heart of public enthusiasm; and in America, it has certainly grown 
greatly in favor since, in recent years, it has been performed by a company of singers 
of the first rank. 


It would be uncomplimentary to the reader to tell the familiar story of ‘‘ Romeo 
and Juliet”, but it is necessary to outline it as it is given in the libretto of Barbier and 
Carré. The prelude contains a scene in which all the characters are grouped on the 
stage, and reference is made to the unhappy feud between the houses of Montague 
and Capulet. The first act takes place in the home of the Capulets. A ball is in 
progress in honor of Juliet’s début in society. Juliet is formally introduced by her 
father, and subsequently expresses her happiness in the vocal waltz. To the ball, as 
maskers, come Romeo, Mercutio, and some of their friends. The first meeting of 
Romeo and Juliet takes place, and love at first sight follows. The appearance of 
Tybalt, who recognizes Romeo, gives rise to some dialogue, revealing to the lovers 
the identity of their respective families. Romeo and his friends leave the ball. 

In the second act, we have the familiar balcony-scene of the Shakespearean 
drama. The interview of the lovers is briefly interrupted by the passage of the 
watch, whose suspicions of the presence of a stranger in the grounds are put to rest 
by the nurse. The love-scene then continues till the fall of the curtain. In the fol- 
lowing scene, Romeo and Juliet go to the cell of Friar Laurence, and are married. In 
the third act, the feud between the two houses breaks out. Stephano, Romeo's page, 
fights with Tybalt, and Mercutio also fights with him, and is slain. Tybalt tries to 
force a quarrel with Romeo, but he declines the combat, until he is impelled to take 
vengeance for the death of Mercutio, his kinsman. Then he kills Tybalt, and is in- 
stantly overcome with horror and remorse, because Tybalt is Juliet’s cousin. The 
Duke arrives upon the scene, and Capulet lays his complaint before him. The Duke 
sentences Romeo to exile, but the young man declares that he prefers death. 

The rising of the curtain onthe fourth act discovers Romeo and Juliet together 
in Juliet’s chamber. Their love-scene is ended by the breaking of day, and Romeo 
is compelled to depart. Capulet enters and informs his daughter that he has chosen 
for her a husband, the Count Paris. In despair, she asks the aid of the Friar, who is 
present. He gives her a phial containing a drug to put her in a condition closely re- 
sembling death. The final scene shows us Juliet in her tomb. Romeo, returning to 
seek her, finds her, as he believes, dead. He slays himself, but before he breathes 
his last, Juliet revives, and the lovers join in one final outburst of despairing love 
before both die. It will be seen from this outline that the libretcists succeeded in 
preserving the entire tragic action of the original play, while omitting the lighter 
scenes, such as those of Juliet with her mother and the nurse. 

It is not necessary to enter into a detailed consideration of the music, which is 
very well able to speak for itself. In the first act, the most melodious and pleasing 
numbers are the solo of Capulet, the song of Mercutio describing Queen Mab, Juliet's 
waltz-song, and the first duet of the 1overs. The waltz-song is a mere exhibition- 
aria, altogether out of place, and inserted only out of deference to a long-established 
custom. The second act consists almost wholly of the balcony-scene, and here 
Gounod'’s ability as a lyric writer is delightfully displayed. The music is, perhaps, a 
little too sentimental and not sufficiently passionate, but it is melodious and poetic. 
In the next scene, there is nothing remarkable, though the passage sung after the 
wedding usually pleases the hearers. 


The following scene, in which Mercutio and Tybalt are killed, leans somewhat 
toward the style of Meyerbeer, but it lacks the theatrical vigor of that composer. On 
the other hand, the declamatory air of the tenor at its close is one of Gounod’s most 
effective passages. In the fourth act, the composer is indeed at home, and here we 
meet with the most satisfying music of the opera. The duet, ‘‘Non, ce n'est pas le 
jour’, is a finely dramatic piece of composition, and ranks with the best products of its 
writer's imagination. In the remainder of the opera, the only things to which especial 
attention need be called, are the charming orchestral accompaniment to Friar 
Laurence’s announcement of his plan to save Juliet-—heard again when she sleeps in 
the tomb—and the final love-duet. 

‘‘Roméo et Juliette” was produced at the Théatre Lyrique, Paris, April 27, 1867, 
with Mme. Miolan-Carvalho as Juliet, and M. Michot as Romeo. The role of Juliet 
has been one of Mme. Adelina Patti's favorites, but the best cast of ‘‘Romeo and 
Juliet” in recent times, and probably the best ever brought together, was that of the 
Metropolitan Opera House at the opening of the season of 1894-95. It consisted of 
Mme. Melba as Juliet, Mlle. de Vigne as Stephano, Mile. Bauermeister as the Nurse, 
M. Jean de Reszké us Romeo, M. Edouard de Reszké as Friar Laurence, M. Plancon 
as Capulet, Signor Gromzeski as Mercutio, M. Castelmary as the Duke, and M. Mau- 
guiere as Tybalt. 

W. J. HENDERSON. 
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Ludwig van Beethoven 


FIDELIO 
English version by Theodore Baker 


Vincenzo Bellini 


LA SONNAMBULA 


English version by Natalia MacFarren 


Georges Bizet 


CARMEN: 
English version by Ruth and Thomas Martin 


Charles Gounod 


ROMEO and JULIET 
English version by Theodore Baker 


Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 


COSI FAN TUTTE 
English version by Ruth and Thomas Martin 


Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
DON GIOVANNI 


English version by 
W. H. Auden and Chester Kallman 


Otto Nicolai 
THE MERRY WIVES 


OF WINDSOR 
English version by Joseph Blatt 


Giacomo Puccini 
MADAMA BUTTERFLY 


English version by John Gutman 


G. Schirmer paperback opera score editions are quality paperbacks designed to give you 
years of use. Each edition has smythe-sewn binding and quality cover and interior papers, 


Giacomo Puccini 


LA BOHEME 
English version by Ruth and Thomas Martin 


Giacomo Puccini 


TOSCA 


English version by John Gutman 


Gioacchino Rossini 


THE BARBER OF SEVILLE 
(IL BARBIERE Df SIVIGLIA) an 
English version by Ruth and Thomas Martin 


Gioacchino Rossini 


THE ITALIAN GIRL 

IN ALGIERS 

(L'ITALIANA IN ALGERI) 

English version by Ruth and Thomas Martin 


Giuseppe Verdi 


LA TRAVIATA 
English version by Ruth and Thomas Martin 


Giuseppe Verdi 


RIGOLETTO 
English version by Ruth and Thomas Martin 


Giuseppe Verdi 
AIDA 
English version by Walter Ducloux 


Richard Wagner 
DAS RHEINGOLD 


English version by Frederick Jameson 
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